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Join Us!

The Jacksonville Genealogical Society meets on the third
(3 ) Saturday of each month, except December,  at 1:30 pmrd

at the Webb-Wesconnett Library, 6887 103  Street, inrd

Jacksonville, Florida.  Members are strongly encouraged to
attend, and visitors are always welcome.  Mark your
calendars and plan to join us.

November 2013 Monthly Meeting

Date: November 16, 2013
Time: 1:30 pm
Our last meeting of the year is going to be eventful. We will
start with the Election of Officers. The election will be by
ballot and all members present at the meeting will be
entitled to vote.  We will also have a Social Gathering. We
have so many good cooks in the Society (proof: the 40th
Anniversary Cook Book) so I am looking forward to all of the
finger foods that will be available for consumption! Please
let AnnS (info@jaxgen.org) know what you are planning on
bringing. A good time for us to get together, eat and be
merry - before the holiday frenzy sets in.

Happy Birthday to You!

Charlene Hopton November 8
Nedra Soles November 12
Geraldine Cowart November 16
Mildred Dittman December 3
Christa Snow December 10
Kay Seibert December 12
Gayle Willis December 15
Bonnie Charles December 15
Barbara Strength December 23

It Ain’t Easy Being Green!
by Connie Coward

Now that November has arrived, the Big Event will be here
before you know it.  I’m not talking about Thanksgiving, or
even Christmas – although I am wondering what Santa might
have in his goody bag for me!  No, the Big Event is New
Year’s Day!  The start of a new year, the time to turn over a
new leaf, and, yes, the time to make those New Year’s
Resolutions.  A couple of years ago, mine was to go
completely paperless.  I have made great progress, but I’m
not there yet.  So my resolution for 2014 is to continue the
quest for paperlessness.  What about you?  Have you signed
on for the challenge?  Maybe you want to go paperless, but
it just sounds so hard.  Or maybe you don’t know where to
start? There is an excellent article in the September 2013
issue of Family Tree Magazine, entitled, “The Paperless
Chase”.  This article by Sunny Jane Morton outlines how to
digitize your photos and documents using tips on scanning
and organization from experts. It will appeal to both the
beginner and the more experienced computer gurus.  I even
picked up some tips for my paperless journey.  Come on!
What are you waiting for?
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Military College Preparatory Schools
Reprinted with permission of Bryan Mulcahy

Periodically we receive queries from patrons seeking
information and records from military college preparatory
schools or academies.  For those not familiar with these
institutions, conducting a basic Internet search using the
term “Military College Prep Schools” will bring up a host of
websites and specific school links containing information on
the history of the school, current status, alumni, etc.  This
is applicable even if the school has been closed, as is the
case with the one I attended briefly in the 1960s, Miami
Military Academy.
Military schools of this nature began to appear in the
aftermath of the Civil War and were established throughout
the country.  Each academy had its own history in terms of
development, but they were especially prominent from the
early 1920s through the late 1960s.  The fallout from
Vietnam caused many to close permanently in the 1970s,
but a significant number are still in operation.
Until the 1970s, admission to most academies or schools
was limited to boys between the ages of 11-17 or grades
6-12.  The intent was to provide an environment where they
would develop leadership skills, patriotism, independence,

intellectualism, and the desire to pursue a military career.
Academies developed their curriculum through the Junior
Reserve Officers Training Corp. (JROTC) whose mission
was to instill in students values of citizenship, service to the
United States, personal responsibility and a sense of
accomplishment. The goal was to help groom a higher
intellectual level of potential servicemen and officers for the
nation’s military and/or to serve in civilian government.  
Options for locating records and other information depend on
the institution and its guidelines for access.  If the institution
is still in operation, contact the Office of the Registrar.  If the
institution has closed, locating information can be
challenging but not impossible. The following options have
proven to be successful:
1. Virtually all academies/schools no longer operating, such
as Miami Military Academy, have well-established alumni
associations that have a proven track record for being very
helpful. 
2. Since most of these schools were under the jurisdiction of
the United States military, the National Personnel Records
Center (NPRC) has some surviving records and information.
3. The State Department of Education set standards and
licensed the schools to operate.
4. Most schools were accredited and affiliated with other
educational organizations that may have potentially useful
information or research advice.  Examples would include the
Florida Council of Independent Schools; Southern
Association of Independent Schools; National Association of
Independent Schools; and Association of Military Colleges
and Schools.
5. Clues also may be found in old family records, letters,
souvenirs, obituaries, tombstone inscriptions, and local
histories.

2014 Dues are NOW DUE!!!
by Ann Staley

If you have not remitted your payment of dues for 2014, we
urge you to do so, promptly. Our calendar year is January
through December; therefore, dues for 2014 are due now.
Please complete the enclosed Membership Application so
that we will have your current information in our membership
database.
We invite you to give the gift of Society memberships to your
friends. We also have a way for you to remember a loved
one - a Memorial Gift. A year's membership could not be
spent wiser. The enclosed Membership Application has a
check box for your convenience.

2012-2013 Officers
President Harlan Dittman
First Vice-President Vacant
Second Vice-President Ken Norwood
Recording Secretary Grace Moran
Corresponding Secretary Mary Chauncey
Treasurer Harlan Dittman
Editor Connie Coward
Historian Richard Cardell

Committee Chairpersons and Members

Education C. Ann Staley, Chair
Finance Harlan Dittman, Chair
Genealogical Research Barbara Crissman, Chair
Membership Vacant

Telephone Joan Peck
Ken Norwood

Parliamentarian Richard Cardell
Programs Grace Moran, Chair
Publications Vacant
Publicity Vacant
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Fall Intermediate Class
by Ann Staley

The Fall 2013 Genealogy Class - The Trail from You to
Your Ancestor - is going to be held at the Bartram Trail
Branch Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd, Fruit Cove, FL 32259,
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the following Saturdays:
November 23, 2014 and December 7, 14, and 21, 2013.  It
will be a four-session Intermediate Genealogy Class,
featuring research in the United States. Topics will include
Genealogical Identification; Records & Sources – Analysis
& Evaluation; Vital Records (Government & Church); Land
Records; Immigration & Naturalization; Often Overlooked
Sources; Planning a Research Trip; Publishing Your
History, and more. Certificates of Completion will be given
to those persons who attend at least three of the four class
dates.  There is no charge to attend this class and free
parking is available at the Library.
Mail in the registration form or send an email to
education@jaxgen.org. When sending an email please
include your name, address, and phone number.

Bit & Pieces: Genealogy News
by Ann Staley

Microsoft Announcement: Windows XP SP3 and Office
2003 support will end on April 8th, 2014.  More information
can be found on their website 
(http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/enterprise/end
ofsupport.aspx)

FamilySearch Update: FamilySearch added 1.2+ million
indexed records and images from Brazil, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Mexico, Spain and the United States recently. You
can read more about it at https://familysearch.org/blog/en

Ancestry.com: They now have the index and images for
the 1921 Canadian census available. Some other new
records include Collin County TX Marriage Index
1800-2010; North Carolina Native American Census for
Selected Tribes 1894-1913; Georgia World War I Service
Cards 1917-1919; and Connecticut Church Record

Abstracts 1630-1920. They have created a web page for
Recently Added and 
Updated Collections that  can be seen at
http://www.ancestry.com/cs/reccol/default

Past Preservers Photo Competition: Past Preservers has
announced their 2013 Photography competition. Their
website states: "We are looking for your favorite historical,
archaeological or heritage photograph to add to our much
anticipated and applauded annual Christmas card and
calendar competition. Your images can be funny,
breathtaking, inspiring, sad, nostalgic; you choose, we and
the public will be the judges!"  The deadline is 1 Dec 2013.
See 
http://pastpreservers.com/past-preservers-photography-co
mpetition-2013 for more information.

Arlington National Cemetery: On 20 Oct 2013 Google
began a project to map Arlington National Cemetery. The
images are expected to be online and available to the public
in May in time for the cemetery's 150th anniversary. More
information can be found in Eastman's Online Genealogy
Newsletter at 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2013/10
/google-street-view-is-mapping-arlington-cemetery.html

Find A Grave: Ancestry.com LLC announced on 30 Sep
2013 that it had acquired Find A Grave, Inc. It will continue
to be managed by Jim Tipton, the founder. Ancestry stated
that "We will maintain Find A Grave as a free website, will
retain its existing policies and mode of operation, and look
forward to working with Jim Tipton and the entire Find A
Grave team to accelerate the development of tools designed
to make it even easier for the Find A Grave community to
fulfill its original mission to capture every tombstone on
Earth." You can read more at 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2013/09
/ancestrycom-llc-acquires-find-a-grave-inc.html#more
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, November 16, 2013 Brevard Genealogical Society Family History Fair 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm Central Brevard Library, 308 Forrest Avenue, Cocoa, FL 
www.flbgs.org FREE!!!

Topic: Discover Your Family History – A fun event with speakers, exhibits, and activities for all ages!
Contact Dianne Marcum if needed, 321-431-9528, dmfla@cfl.rr.com

Sunday, November 17, 2013 Jewish Genealogical Society of SW Florida
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Kobernick House, 1951 N. Honore Avenue, Sarasota, FL
www.jgsswf.org

Speaker: Beverly Newman
Topic: Every Survivor Has a Different Story
No cost.  No refreshments will be served.  Contact Kim Sheintal for more information, klapshein@aol.com or 914-302-1433.

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 FSGS Poolside Chat
8:00 pm - 9:00 pm https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5950562781155016194
FREE!!
Speaker: Jack Butler
Topic: Before They Were States: Finding and Using Territorial Records

Thirty three of the states making up the modern United States were U.S. Territories prior to achieving
statehood. Our ancestors living in those territories generated huge numbers of records that are not typically
found in the traditional records sources used by genealogists. This presentation provides examples of the
wide variety of records available and reviews four major sources for finding these records. You will receive
confirmation of registration and instructions about joining the webinar.

Sunday, December 15, 2013 Jewish Genealogical Society of SW Florida
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Kobernick House, 1951 N. Honore Avenue, Sarasota, FL
www.jgsswf.org

Speaker: Kim Sheintal
Topic: Finding Your Vintage Family Photographs
No cost.  No refreshments will be served.  Contact Kim Sheintal for more information, klapshein@aol.com or 914-302-1433.

Sunday, January 19, 2014 Jewish Genealogical Society of SW Florida
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Kobernick House, 1951 N. Honore Avenue, Sarasota, FL
www.jgsswf.org

Speaker: Singer from the Jewish Chorale
Topic: Jewish Chorale
No cost.  No refreshments will be served.  Contact Kim Sheintal for more information, klapshein@aol.com or 914-302-1433.

http://www.flbgs.org
mailto:dmfla@cfl.rr.com
mailto:klapshein@aol.com
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