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Join Us! 
 
The Jacksonville Genealogical Society meets on 
the third (3rd) Saturday of each month, except 
December, at 1:30 pm — normally at the Webb-
Wesconnett Library, 6887 103rd Street, in 
Jacksonville, Florida. However, we do have to 
move the meetings some months; change of 
location will be in the Meeting Information below. 
Members are strongly encouraged to attend, and 
visitors are always welcome. Mark your calendars 
and plan to join us. 
 

Special Membership Meeting 

 Notification 

A Note from your Program Chair 
 
Due to the ongoing concerns regarding COVID-19, 
the JGS Board has decided that the remaining 
meetings for 2020 will be held virtually as webinars. 
As a result, we have had to make some changes in 
our line- up of speakers. Speakers and topics for 
August and September are: 
 
Date: 15 Aug 2020 
Speaker: Thomas MacEntee of High-Definition  
 Genealogy 
Topic: Internet Archive: A Goldmine for  
 Genealogists 
 
Please register for the presentation - Internet 
Archive: A Gold Mine for Genealogists - at 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/531226
4449861019151 
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
webinar.  
 
The Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org) is 
a free, on-line repository rich with genealogy 
source documents including census images and e-
books. Learn how to navigate the Internet Archive 

and leverage the best search strategies to 
download a variety of materials including archived 
web pages, e-books, video, audio, and more. 
 
Bio: What happens when a “tech guy” with a love 
for history gets laid off during The Great Recession 
of 2008? You get Thomas MacEntee, a genealogy 
professional based in the United States who is also 
a blogger, educator, author, social media 
connector, online community builder, and more. 
Thomas has over 42 years of experience 
researching family history. Thomas is a well-known 
speaker who has spoken at genealogy conferences 
all over the world, including NGS and RootsTech. 
He started his own genealogy-related business 
called High Definition Genealogy. Currently, 
Thomas shares many of his articles and videos for 
free at Genealogy Bargains.com! 
 
Thomas describes himself as a lifelong learner with 
a background in a multitude of topics who has 
finally figured out what he does best: teach, inspire, 
instigate, and serve as a curator and go-to-guy for 
concept nurturing and inspiration. Thomas is a big 
believer in success, and that we all succeed when 
we help each other find success. 
 
 

 
Thomas MacEntee 

 
 
 

http://jaxgen.org/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5312264449861019151
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5312264449861019151
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.hidefgen.com/
https://genealogybargains.com/
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Date: 19 Sep 2020 
Speaker: Judy Fambrough-Billingsley 
Topic: Researching, Writing and Publishing Your 
Family Legacy 
 
Please register for the presentation at  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/203404
9641286643471 
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
webinar.  
 
Judy shares her experience searching for her roots. 
She will share what she has learned about 
leveraging resources when researching your family 
tree, whether found on the Internet or offline, and 
how to verify the information you discover. 
Participants interested in writing their biography or 
family history will receive plenty of ideas to help 
them create their own unique story in a way that 
they will be proud to share it. Judy will also offer 
helpful publishing and marketing tips when 
choosing to make it public. The discussion will also 
cover how to prepare yourself emotionally for what 
you might unexpectedly discover while doing your 
research. 
 

Bio: Judy was born in 
Germany shortly after the 
end of World War II and is 
the daughter of an African-
American soldier and a 
German woman. She was 
placed in an orphanage in 
Germany before being 
adopted by an American 
Couple. Judy is the author 
of the book "Too Brown to 
Keep: A search for Love, 
Forgiveness, and Healing." 

 

Mail and E-Mail Address Changes 
Please notify us of any address change that you 
might have. Bounced e-mail is a bummer and the 
Post Office charges us a hefty fee for returned 
postal mail. A simple note to us at info@jaxgen.org 
can help save JGS funds. 
 

Gift of Membership 
We invite you to give the gift of Society 
memberships to your friends. We also have a way 
for you to remember a loved one - a Memorial Gift. 
A year's membership could not be spent wiser. The 
enclosed Membership Application has a checkbox 
for your convenience. 

 

One Way to Tear Down That Brick 
Wall 

By Carol Norman, July 15, 2020 
Past President of Jacksonville Genealogy Society  

 
So, Grandpa was from Germany. But that’s a pretty 
big place with many small towns, and they kept 
changing the borders! Why on earth do all of the 
available records give just Germany as the place of 
origin? Couldn’t they have been a little more 
specific? 

 
Think of yourself perhaps on a journey in Italy. A 
local asked where you live. Would you say 
Jacksonville? Probably not, because you realize he 
most likely would not know where that was. You 
would be much more inclined to just say that you 
are from the United States. Our ancestors did the 
same thing.  

 
Then what do you do when you have searched 
every nook and cranny and have hit the dreaded 
brick wall? You stop focusing on Grandpa and start 
researching friends and relatives! People seldom 
made the journey here alone. They usually came 
with family and often with community groups, and 
once here, they clustered together in a new small 
community of familiar faces. Here is my story of 
how I found the origin of two lines of my family 
through research of collateral persons. 

 
I knew that great-grandpa Michael Riedel and his 
brother George both immigrated here. But none of 
the records gave us a hint of their origin other than 
Germany. One fateful day my cousin Karen and I 
were digging through records in general at the York 
County Historical Society in York, Pennsylvania, 
which is where the family lived. We started paging 
through books of church ledgers, and we found an 
attendance log of the members of a particular 
church. There it said that George was moving his 
membership to another church because the 
pastor’s sermons were too long. We got a good 
chuckle out of that tidbit and made a copy of the 
record for each of us to file away. And file it away is 

Sympathy Notice 
 
We express our deepest sympathy to 
Barabara Crissman and her mother, Mrs. 
Abbie Crissman, for the loss of Barbara’s 
brother Morgan Richard “Ricky” Crissman. 
You are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2034049641286643471
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2034049641286643471
mailto:info@jaxgen.org
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just what we both did. Several years later Karen 
called me in a state of heightened excitement. She 
told me to get that record out and read the whole 
thing. There as plain as day was the information 
that George was from Breitenbrunn! How in the 
world had we not seen that? With this one scrap of 
information, I was then able to find records in 
Germany through the Family History Center 
microfilms and trace the family back several more 
generations. Not only did I learn the importance of 
tracing relatives but also the importance of reading 
every single word in any documents found! 
 
Another great-grandpa, Ludwig Hofman, was also 
from Germany. He was a little more helpful in that 
he sometimes reported his origin as Bavaria. It 
turns out that at the time of his immigration, Bavaria 
was a separate kingdom. Otherwise, he probably 
would not have said that. This narrowed it down to 
a smaller region of Germany, but still not enough. 
For this search, I had my cousin Karen and a 
second cousin John who had been on this man’s 
trail for years. We met one afternoon to brainstorm, 
and John mentioned that there was a Wilhelm 
Hofman who seemed to always be in close 
proximity to Ludwig. When one moved, the other 
moved somewhere close by. They belonged to the 
same church and were buried in the same 
cemetery, fairly close to one another. There was no 
evidence whatsoever that they were related. But 
they were just a few years apart in age. John 
hypothesized that they might be brothers. We all 
agreed that was interesting, but we took it no further 
for several more years. Then Karen decided to 
research Wilhelm. And then she found a document 
that said he was from Breitenbach. I was the only 
one of our research trio with access to a Family 
History Center, so I ordered microfilm from 
Breitenbach, and before long I was able to verify 
that indeed Ludwig and Wilhelm were brothers, and 
again I was able to trace back several more 
generations.  
 
It’s easy to get tunnel vision and focus only on your 
ancestor, but tunnels can end with your face 
planted against a wall. It’s often family and friends 
who can lead you out of that tunnel and into 
daylight. And when that happens, you do the 
genealogy dance of happiness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
"Happy Birthday" greetings to our 
members who celebrate birthdays in 
July and August 2020: 
 

Carole Barry   1 July 
Nancy Davis   7 July 
Connie Bradshaw   8 July 
Kenneth Norwood 10 July 
Clyde Stokes 10 July 
Michael Ports 12 July 
Barbara Crissman 17 July 
Jill Shipp DAmato 18 July  
Marilyn Lear    2 August  
Laura Swilley 15 August 
Alzina Warner 25 August 
Shannon Fuller 27 August 

 
If anyone was omitted, we apologize and wish you 
a wonderful day of celebration. Please let us know 
so we can include you in the future. 
 
 

Expanded Online Database Access 

Due to Covid-19 
 
Anne Leyden has provided information on the 
following two items: 
 
1. Home access to the Library version of 
Ancestry.com through the Public Libraries. 
 

¶ Alachua County Library System has the 
library edition of Ancestry available online  

¶ Clay County Public Library - Not available 
online 

¶ Jacksonville Public Library - Available. Have 
to sign in with a password (your card 
number) and a pin 

¶ St Johns County Public Library - Available. 
Have to enter your "library borrower 
barcode number" 

 
It has been noted that Ancestry provided this 
access around the March-April timeframe; 
however, not all libraries were open at the time to 
implement it. Ann Staley noted that for the 
Jacksonville Public Library, she had to log in and 
go to "My Account." On the lower right side of the 
page, there is a link to "Access Ancestry Library 
Edition." 
 
2. Expanded Access to JSTOR – Excellent source 
for historical articles. You don't need to be affiliated 
with an institution but you do have to create a free 
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account. They are providing access to a large 
portion of their site and expanding the "number of 
monthly reads available for free accounts from 6 to 
100." More information is available at 
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-
us/articles/115004760028 
 
 

“Back to Our Past 2020” in Ireland 

Virtual Event - 18-20 September 2020 
 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Back To Our 
Past 2020 will be held virtually. This 12-year event 
has been previously held in Dublin. Their website – 
https://backtoourpast.ie – provides information on 
the pre-recorded presentations, podcasts, ask the 
experts, virtual exhibition hall, and other events that 
are scheduled. 
 
You can register now for €10 (about $12). If you 
have any Irish research, you might want to check 
this one out. 
 
 

The Family History Show in England 

Virtual Event - 26 September 2020 
 
If you have English research, you should check this 
virtual conference. For £6.00 (about $8), you will be 
able to participate in the pre-recorded 
presentations, ask the experts, and virtual 
exhibition hall. Ann Staley noted that she attended 
one they held in the summer and was thoroughly 
pleased. 
 
To register and see more information, see their 
website - https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/online/ 
 
 

FGS Virtual Conference 
 
And while we are talking about virtual conferences, 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) will 
be holding their very last conference virtually on 8 
Sep 2020.  
 
All registration packages include: 

¶ A one-day live event featuring 8 presentations 

¶ A selection of 10, 20 or 45 sessions from over 
90 on-demand presentations that may be 
viewed from September 15, 2020, to March 
15, 2021 

¶ 16 FREE presentations on society management 
topics 
 

¶ 30+ FREE sponsored presentations on topics of 
DNA, methodology, skill-building, technology 
and so much more 

¶ Access to the virtual exhibit hall available for 30 
days 

¶ Digital syllabus 
 

See the website for prices and more information – 
 https://fgs.org/annual-conference/  
 
 

Family Search Update on New Files 
for July 2020 

 
Just some of the files include the Indexed collection 
of immigrant arrival for California (San Francisco) 
for 1903-1918, Voter Registration of Boston, Mass. 
1857-1920, and California County Birth & Death 
Records, 1800-1994. They also added 2 million US 
Newspaper Obituaries which I am very excited to 
start researching. Many state records were added 
and here is a sample - CA NE, NC, OH, PA, TX, 
UT, VA, WA, and WI. 
 
Also added was searchable New Orleans, 
Louisiana, passenger list records. 
 
Check out the website to research these exciting 
new additions - https://www.familysearch.org/en/  
 
 

Ancestry.com Update 
Ancestry On The Record, 18 Jul 2020 

Permission to copy to Society Newsletter granted.  

 
There are several new collections expected 
including: 
 
Wyoming BMDs – July is the 230th anniversary of 
statehood for Wyoming. We're releasing new 
collections of births, marriages, divorces, and 
deaths as well as selected territorial and city 
censuses. 
 
Idaho BMDs – July is also the 230th anniversary of 
Idaho statehood. We're updating our Idaho 
collections of births, marriages, divorces, and 
deaths to add the most recent years to be made 
public. 
 
Women of Protest – this is a collection of photos 
from the Library of Congress that showcase women 
who were part of the suffragist movement, 
releasing in advance of the 100th anniversary of 
the ratification of the 19th amendment, granting 
women the right to vote. 

https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115004760028
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115004760028
https://backtoourpast.ie/
https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/online/
https://fgs.org/annual-conference/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
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USC Shoah Interviews – This is a collection of 
52,000 interviews of holocaust survivors and 
liberators assembled by the USC Shoah 
Foundation. The collection will be index only on 
Ancestry, with links to the audio and video files on 
the USC website. We are releasing this in advance 
of the IAJGS conference. 
 
Doubs, France Censuses – our next release in our 
ongoing expansion of French content – just in time 
for Bastille Day. 
 
Westminster Parish records – rounding out our 
coverage of the London area Parishes. 
 
 

Updates Coming Soon to DNA 
Matches! 

Ancestry On The Record, 18 Jul 2020  
Permission to copy to Society Newsletter granted.  

 
We’re making changes that will improve the 
accuracy and quality of your DNA matches. To see 
our FAQ, please view your DNA Matches page and 
click "Learn More" 
 
More accurate number of shared segments. The 
DNA you share with a match is distributed across 
segments - short segments, long segments, or 
some combination of both. Our updated matching 
algorithm may reduce the estimated number of 
segments you share with some of your DNA 
matches. This doesn’t change the estimated total 
amount of shared DNA (measured in 
centimorgans/cM) or the predicted relationship to 
your matches. 
 
See the length of your longest shared segment. 
The length of the longest segment you and a DNA 
match have in common can help determine if you’re 
actually related. The longer the segment, the more 
likely you’re related. Segment length is also the 
easiest way to evaluate the difference between 
multiple matches that all show the same estimated 
relationship. Our updated matching algorithm can 
show you the length of the longest segment you 
share with your matches. 
 
Distant DNA matches must share 8cM or 
higher. 
Our updated matching algorithm will increase the 
likelihood you are actually related to your very 
distant matches. As a result, you’ll no longer see 
matches (or be matched to people) that share less 
than 8cM with you- unless you have added a note 
about them, added them to a custom group or have 

messaged them. These changes to the matching 
algorithm will reduce the total number of DNA 
matches you have and the number of new matches 
you will receive. It may also affect the number of 
ThruLines you may see. 
 
Clarifications for you and your audience: 

¶ If you save a match below 8cM, your match 
will also have it saved without additional 
action needed 

¶ Starred matches will be retained as they are 
considered in a group 

 
 

Ancestry Surpasses 18 Million DNA 
Customers! 

Ancestry On The Record, 18 Jul 2020  
Permission to copy to Society Newsletter granted.  

 
We are honored to have played a role in 
empowering the journeys of personal discovery for 
over 18 million people around the world through 
AncestryDNA, it is a true sign of how deeply 
important it is for people to connect and learn about 
their past. But this is just the beginning. As the 
network continues to grow, we can deliver even 
more value to our members, including more 
granular insights about heritage and compelling 
new paths to learn about ourselves using genetics. 
 
 

Kentucky Genealogical Society 
Announces a Series of Web 

Seminars:  

“Discovering Your Bluegrass Roots 
in Kentucky”  

Dick Eastman · July 14, 2020 
http:/ /www.eogn.com --- Used with permiss ion of the author  

 

 
 
The Kentucky Genealogical Society typically offers 
a full day seminar each August in Frankfort, 
Kentucky. However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the society is instead offering a series of eight 
online webinars throughout the month of August, 
2020. The theme of the series is, “Discovering Your 
Bluegrass Roots in Kentucky.” 
 
The series includes speakers who can help 
researchers with Kentucky ancestors, including: 
Tracing Your Kentucky Roots with Peggy Lauritzen, 

https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2018/08/30/the-south-carolina-state-library-is-working-on-a-project-to-digitize-federal-civil-war-documents/
http://www.eogn.com/
https://kentuckygenealogicalsociety.org/
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Researching at the County and Local Level in 
Kentucky with Dave Schroeder, Using Maps in 
Genealogy with Katherine Wilson, 10 Things for a 
Genealogist to Do Before Leaving an Archive or 
Library in Kentucky with Melissa Barker, LGBTQ 
Genealogy with Stewart Traiman, Discovering 
African Americans in Kentucky records prior to 
1870 with Cynthia Maharrey, and Strategies to 
Analyze Endogamous DNA with Alec Ferretti. 
 
One additional webinar — the Kentucky Genealogy 
Brick Wall Brainstorm — will provide participants 
the opportunity to crowdsource suggestions on 
their Kentucky brick walls. 
 
Registration and more information can be found at 
https://kygs.org/. Given the current economic 
climate, the Kentucky Genealogical Society is 
offering the series for $30 so as many researchers 
can access and attend. 
 
 

Free Jewish Research Site 

JewishGen – The Global Home for 
Jewish Genealogy 

 
You can search by name or town. It also provides 
access to a burial registry of over three million 
names.  
 
A Holocaust database containing over 2.75 million 
names, and a number of book and manuscript 
catalogs are included. 
 
There is access to Jewish databases covering 
numerous countries outside the US, such as the 
UK, Israel, Germany, Hungary, Austria, Poland, 
Lithuania, Belarus, and Latvia. Some of these 
databases include vital records such as births, 
deaths, and marriages, census records, and 
business records. The site can be somewhat 
daunting at first, given the number and size of its 
databases, but it has guides and groups you can 
join to help with your search. 
 
See the website at https://www.jewishgen.org/  
 
 

Ancestry.com Being Sued 
 
Ancestry.com has been in the news lately! This time 
they are being sued for more than $250 million over 
their auto-renew policies. Right now it looks as if 
this one only applies to those members who are in 
California, but other states will probably take up the 
cause. 

Hurricane Season  
 
We, here in Florida, are vulnerable to hurricanes. 
How safe are your valuables? Do you have an 
evacuation plan? What would you take with you? 
Have you backed up your computer? Do you have 
copies of your photographs? Make your plans now 
so that you will be ready if disaster should hit here. 
 
A downloadable 16-page "Weather the Storm – 
Hurricane Preparedness Guide" is available from the 
Florida Office of the Attorney General, Consumer 
Protection Division at their website 
http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/TDGT-
BPUP9W/$file/2020+Hurricane+Preparedness+Gu
ide+v3.pdf  
 
The Florida Division of Emergency Management 
has a Disaster Supply Kit Checklist in PDF version 
that can be downloaded at their website 
https://www.floridadisaster.org/globalassets/plan--
prepare/disaster-supply-checklist.pdf  
 
 

Ancestry.com Inc. Being Sold – Again 
 
Yes – well up to 75%, that is. It was announced on 
the 5th of August and Dick Eastman has two 
excellent articles with links to the press releases – 
the 2nd one has a link to the first one 
(https://blog.eogn.com/2020/08/07/follow-up-
information-concerning-dna-information-and-
ancestry-coms-sale-to-blackstone-in-a-4-7-billion-
deal/  
 
Blackstone Group Inc. will be buying a majority 
stake valued at $4.7 billion including debt.  
 
 

MyHeritage Provides Unlimited 
Access to MyHeritage Photo 

Enhancer and MyHeritage InColorTM 
 
Announced 11 Aug 2020, MyHeritage is giving "all 

users free and unlimited access to MyHeritage 
Photo Enhancer and MyHeritage In Color™, our 
new features that enhance and colorize photos, for 
an entire month." The access will be free until 10 
Sep 2020. 
 
See https://www.myheritage.com/photo-enhancer 
and https://www.myheritage.com/incolor  
for more information. 
 
 

https://kygs.org/
https://www.jewishgen.org/
http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/TDGT-BPUP9W/$file/2020+Hurricane+Preparedness+Guide+v3.pdf
http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/TDGT-BPUP9W/$file/2020+Hurricane+Preparedness+Guide+v3.pdf
http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/TDGT-BPUP9W/$file/2020+Hurricane+Preparedness+Guide+v3.pdf
https://www.floridadisaster.org/globalassets/plan--prepare/disaster-supply-checklist.pdf
https://www.floridadisaster.org/globalassets/plan--prepare/disaster-supply-checklist.pdf
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/08/07/follow-up-information-concerning-dna-information-and-ancestry-coms-sale-to-blackstone-in-a-4-7-billion-deal/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/08/07/follow-up-information-concerning-dna-information-and-ancestry-coms-sale-to-blackstone-in-a-4-7-billion-deal/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/08/07/follow-up-information-concerning-dna-information-and-ancestry-coms-sale-to-blackstone-in-a-4-7-billion-deal/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/08/07/follow-up-information-concerning-dna-information-and-ancestry-coms-sale-to-blackstone-in-a-4-7-billion-deal/
https://www.myheritage.com/photo-enhancer
https://www.myheritage.com/incolor


©Copyright 2020 by the Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc., PO Box 440488, Jacksonville, FL 32222-0005 Page 7 of 10 

Virtual Conferences and Things 
Going on in the Genealogy World 

 
Conference Keeper is a Calendar and Collection of 
Genealogy Events on the Internet. 
 
They have a great mission statement explaining 
their website. Basically, they are trying to curate 
details about genealogy events and share the 
information on a single website and across various 
social media platforms. 
 
Their site contains a calendar of events by locations 
and dates, a page for just Conferences, Genealogy 
events, a Virtual page for conference and online 
learning opportunities, travel, grants, and 
scholarships. Much of the information is listed in 
multiple ways. They will accept information to put 
on their site if you contact them. If you are traveling 
or just want to attend a conference on genealogy 
check this site out - https://conferencekeeper.org/ - 
and it is completely free of charge. 
 
 

Bi-Weekly Tip 

Can You Smell the Pot Roast 
Cooking? 

By Riverton (Utah) FamilySearch Library  
3740 West Market Center Drive  

Riverton, Utah 84065-8026 – Phone: 801-240-9601 
Copied from “Tip of the Week” 12 Jul 2020 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Riverton_FamilySearch
_Library 

https://creativecommons.org/l icenses/by-sa/4.0/   

 
What do you do, when… 
¶ An ancestor in your family tree has no 

parents listed? 
¶ No spouse or children are listed?  
¶  

You figuratively move in with them, and do not 
leave until “you smell the pot roast cooking!” 
 
 What does this mean?  
¶ It means you stay with them. 
¶ You learn all about them. 
¶ You attach them to their family. 
¶ You know them so well, you are able to 

“smell the pot roast cooking in the oven.” 
 And… 
¶ Don’t Stop at one or two little facts. 
¶ Tell their story. 
¶ Make them Real. 

 
Your ancestors deserve your every effort, because 
if it weren’t for them, you wouldn’t be here! 

BI-WEEKLY TIP OF THE WEEK 

Centennial History Books 

By Riverton (Utah) FamilySearch Library  
3740 West Market Center Drive  

Riverton, Utah 84065-8026 – Phone: 801-240-9601 
Copied from “Tip of the Week” 27 Jul 2020 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Riverton_FamilySearch
_Library 

https://creativecommons.org/l icenses/by-sa/4.0/   

 
Historical Opportunity: 

¶ President of the United States, President 
Ulysses S. Grant requested each State, 
County, City, and Town to compile a 100-year 
history.  

¶ Some did not comply.  

¶ Many did. 
  
Historical Importance: 

¶ Today, we are able to read these histories 
from 1780 to 1880. 

¶ Valuable information describing and 
naming early settlers. 

¶ Valuable family information, i.e., number 
and sex, occupations, schooling, etc. 

¶ A person did not need to be wealthy to be 
listed in these books.  

¶ The only requirement: 
o just be there—even for a short time. 

 
Where to Locate Histories: 

¶ Public libraries: 
o Local History Section. 
o Maps of areas where ancestors 

resided. 
¶ Historical and Genealogical Societies. 

 
Our Responsibility and Action: 

¶ Call the above agencies: 
o Call all, not just one. 
o Speak with the archivist in the local 

history section. 
o No matter how small the town—there 

is always a library! 
 
 
 
 Stay safe 

everyone ð and 
do Genealogy! 

https://conferencekeeper.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Riverton_FamilySearch_Library
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Riverton_FamilySearch_Library
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Riverton_FamilySearch_Library
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Riverton_FamilySearch_Library
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Upcoming Events 

 

Please contact these groups regarding their schedule 

with the Covid-19 restrictions still in place at this time. 

 
 
First Saturday of every month  DNA Study Group 
Time: 10:00 am  Murray Hill Library, Jacksonville 
 
Second Saturday of every month  Bartram Trail Gen Club at Bartram Trail Branch Library 
Time: 2:00 pm  60 Davis Pond Blvd., Jacksonville, Florida 32259 
 
Second Saturday of each month  The Southern Genealogist’s Exchange Society 
Time: 10:00 am-12:30 pm  Mandarin Regional Library, 3330 Kori Rd, Jacksonville, 32257 
 
Third Saturday of each month  St. Augustine Genealogical Society  
Time: 1:00 pm   Southeast Branch Library, 6670 US 1 South, St. Augustine, FL  
 
20 Aug 2020 FSGS Poolside Chat Free Webinar 
Time: 8:00 – 9:00 p.m. (EDT) Online Webinar 
Speaker: Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL  
Topic: Death by Undue Means: Coroners’ Records 

From colonial times to today, death not attributable to natural causes required investigation. Elected or appointed 
coroners worked with local juries to determine more about what caused each death. Learn more about coroners' 
records and how to use them in genealogy. 

Webinar Registration: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6088353628642701579 
 
13 Aug 2020 American Ancestors 
Time: 3:00—4:00 PM (EDT) Online Webinar 
Speaker: Chief Genealogist David Allen Lambert 
Topic: The ABCs of Using School Records in Family History Research 

Go back to school with Chief Genealogist David Allen Lambert! School records offer family historians insight into an 
ancestor's daily life, help fill in a timeline, and can be a useful tool in cluster research. This presentation will discuss 
how to find yearbooks, registers, teacher lists, and other school records--in manuscript, published, and digitized 
formats--from elementary school through college. 

Register by August 13, 2020 at https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1884246679117138443 
 
14 Aug 2020 American Ancestors 
Time: 4:00–5:15 PM (EDT) Online Webinar 
Speaker: Curt DiCamillo, FRSA, Curator of Special Collections 
Topic: Speed, Style & the English Country House: Auto, Horse, and Airplane Racing at England’s Historic Houses  

During the Interwar Years—between 1919 and 1939—much of England’s upper-class lifestyle was characterized by 
fast cars and an abundance of glamour and glitter. To understand the full story, Curt will take us back to the 17th 
century, when the turf ruled the aristocratic taste for racing and horses were de rigueur for the fast set. Tales of 
lions, murder, and movies mixed with ambition and houses filled with sublime art come together to reveal 
deliciously English stories that have left a residue for us to marvel at today.  

Register by 14 Aug 2020 at https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5214026383245611279 
 
25 Aug 2020 American Ancestors 
Time: 4:00–5:00 PM (EDT) Online Webinar 
Speaker: Phil Brown 
Topic: Jews in the Catskills During and After the Holocaust 

The Catskills was a summer haven both for Holocaust survivors and those who had arrived earlier. Jews sought 
ways to release their rising fears and ongoing anxieties during and after the war years by engaging in community 
life while living beside the disaster. 

Register by 25 Aug 2020 at https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8168776966418237454 
 

https://sagsonline.org/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6088353628642701579
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1884246679117138443
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5214026383245611279
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8168776966418237454
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Application for Membership 
 

Dues are paid on a Calendar year basis. Dues received after 31 October are credited with dues paid for the following 

year. Please check one of the following categories: 

 

 δPrincipal membership: $25.00      δDual membership: $ 5.00 * 

 δLife (Principal) membership: $260.00     δLife (Dual): $65.00 * 

 δStudent: $10.00    δMemorial: $25.00 ** - In memory of _________________________________ 

* A Dual Member is a person residing at the same address as the Principal Member. 

** (Memorial Membership does not include issuance of Newsletters or Quarterly issues.) 

 
 δNew Member   δ  Renewing Member   δ  Previous Member   δ  Memorial            Date: _________________ 

 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr): __________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 First   Middle   Nickname  Maiden      Surname 

Dual Member (First, Middle, Last Name): ____________________________________________________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code (9 digit): ___________―________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ Your Website: _________________________________ 

Telephone (Home): (_____)_____-________________   (Work): (_____)_____-_______________________  

Birthday (Principal): _______________ Birthday (Dual): _______________ Wedding Anniversary: ______________ 

 
Providing your name and contact information AUTHORIZES  the Society to add the same information to our records and 

the MailChimp Email List – how you receive information and notifications regarding meetings, elections, publications, etc. 

You can opt-out of the MailChimp Email List at any time. We do not sell or share our mailing list. 

 

Circle ALL areas below that interest you: 

 Abstracting Audit Education Historian Newsletter    Cemetery Research 

 Programs  Publications Publicity Proofing Refreshments    Secretary 

 Research Telephone Treasurer Typing Website    Other __________________ 

Surnames you are researching (up to 5): 

SURNAME CITY COUNTY STATE COUNTRY DATES 

Example: Smith Timbuktu Smithers FL USA 1880-1900 

1.      

2.      

3.      

4.      

5.      
 You are encouraged to submit a 5-generation pedigree chart with your application for our JGS Pedigree Charts Project 

 

 

Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

 

Please mail this application, along with your payment, to: 

Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc., PO Box 440488, Jacksonville, FL 32222-0005 

 
For Office Use only: 

Date Paid: ___/___/20___  Amount Paid: $______ Type: _________ ID: __________ Year 1st Joined: _______  
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Hope this makes you laugh as much as I did. Enjoy your genealogy journey! 

 

Some family trees have beautiful leaves, and some have just a bunch of nuts. 

Remember, it is the nuts that make the tree worth shaking. – Unknown 
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